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been mistress of myself, I would certainly have left my friends
and country, and gone to join him. We should infallibly have
understood each other, and should hardly have agreed together
long.
Thanks to my better genius that now kept me so confined by
my domestic duties. I reckoned it a distant journey if I visited
the garden. The charge of my aged weakly father afforded me
employment enough, and in hours of recreation, I had Fancy to
procure me pastime. The only mortal whom I saw was Philo;
he was highly valued by my father; but with me, his intimacy
had been cooled a little by the late explanation. Its influence on
him had not penetrated deep; and as some attempts to talk in
my dialect had not succeeded with him, he avoided touching on
this subject; and the rather, as his extensive knowledge put it
always in his power to introduce new topics in his conversation.
I was thus a Herrnhut sister on my own footing. I had
especially to hide this new turn of my temper and my inclina-
tions from the head Court-chaplain; whom, as my father con-
fessor, I had much cause to honour; and whose high merits his
extreme aversion to the Herrnhut Community did not diminish,
in my eyes, even then. Unhappily this worthy person had to
suffer many troubles on account of me and others.
Several years ago, he had become acquainted with an upright
pious gentleman, residing in a distant quarter; and had long con-
tinued in unbroken correspondence with him, as with one who
truly sought God. How painful was it with the spiritual leader,
when this gentleman subsequently joined himself to the Commu-
nity of Herrnhut, where he lived for a long while! How delight-
ful, on the other hand, when at length he quarrelled with the
Brethren; determined to settle in our neighbourhood; and seemed
once more to yield himself completely to the guidance of his an-
cient friend!
The stranger was presented, as in triumph, by the upper Pastor
to all the chosen lambs of his fold. To our house alone he was
not introduced, because my father did not now see company. The
gentleman obtained no little approbation: he combined the polish
of the court with the winning manner of the Brethren; and hav-
ing also many fine qualities by nature, he soon became the favour-
ite saint with all who knew m™. ; a result at which the chaplain
was exceedingly contented. But, alas! it was merely in externals
that the gentleman had split with the Community; in his heart

